
It is optimal if you can provide approximately 
150% of the sum of the cart footprints to 
easily maneuver the carts into and out of their 
storage spaces. At 150% the footprint            
dimensions are:

ENCLOSURE SIZE:

TTrash enclosures need to accommodate the size and 
number of carts you routinely use. Most Piedmonters 
have three 35 gallon carts: a black one for trash, a blue 
one for recycling, and a  green one for yard waste and 
food scraps (organics). Piedmonters who have back 
yard pick-up service are limited to 35 gallon carts, but 
those who need more than one cart for recycling or  
ororganic waste, may have as many carts as routinely 
needed at no extra charge (remember, you may order 
occasional “overage bags” for large yard clean up 
projects at no charge).  Piedmonters who opted for 
curbside pick-up, may use larger carts if routinely 
needed, but must properly store and screen them.

Most side yards in Piedmont are at least 4’ to 5’ wide, 
which can accommodate 35 gallon carts next to each 
other against the wall of the house or along the fence, 
and still leave 2’ to 3’ feet for access to the rear yard. 
This means that as long as you have a 4’ side yard, and 
at least 6 feet along the wall of the house or fence, you 
will have enough space for all your 35 gallon carts.

IfIf you are not able to provide an enclosure in          
compliance with the above criteria, please contact the 
Planning Department at 510-420-3050 to schedule an 
appointment with a planning staff person who will 
assist you with the proper placement of your carts and 
the design of an enclosure. No fees for the                 
consultation or process are required.
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Trash Enclosures:  Any solid fence, wall, or       
combination of a fence and wall at least 4’ in 
height and up to 6’ in height; open fence up to 
6’ in height in combination with dense             
evergreen landscaping at least 4’ in height at 
maturity and up to any height; or dense,           
evergreen landscaping at least 4’ in height at 
maturitymaturity and up to any height shall be            
constructed in compliance with the following:

Non-Street Setback Areas: Trash enclosures in 
compliance with this section may be permitted 
in any non-street setback area without the need 
for a building permit or design review.

Street Setbacks: Any Trash Enclosure used             
exclusively for the purpose of screening trash,       
recycling and organic waste carts from public 
view that is located within a front yard setback, 
a street side yard setback, or a rear yard setback 
of a through lot, shall require staff review and 
approval at the Planning Counter in compliance 
withwith the provisions of Section 17.17.1(c)(ii) of 
the city code and the Trash/Recycling/Organic 
Waste Cart Enclosure Policy, except that staff 
may refer any application to the Planning Com-
mission for review. The enclosure shall be:

1.   Located as far away from the street as      hh-
hhhpossible; 
2.    As small as is necessary to enclose the carts; 
3.    As low in height as necessary to adequately 
hhhscreen the carts; and
4.   Designed in compliance with Category 5 of 
hhhthe Residential Design Guidelines
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